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SUBJECT: CHINA NEWS EDITORIAL ON CHINA QUESTION AT OLYMPICS 

1 . A JULY 21 CHINA NEWS EDITORIAL ENTITLED "SAVING THE OLYMPICS" 
SUGGESTS THAT THE ROC WOULD ACCEPT A TWO-CHINA APPROACH FOR FUTURE 
OLYMPICS. ACCORDING TO THE EDITORIAL, "WE DO NOT FAVOR THE 
PARTICIPATION OF THE CHINESE COMMUNISTS IN THE OLYMPICS.. .BUT 

WE DO NOT SAY THAT THE CHINESE COMMUNISTS MUST BE BARRED SO 
THAT WE CAN CONTINUE TO COMPETE." 

2. THE EDITORIAL S EXPLANATION OF WHAT THE ROC REPRESENTS , AT 
LEAST IN TERMS OF SPORTING EVENTS, ALSO APPEARS TO DEVIATE FROM 
THE TRADITIONAL GROC VIEW. "AS FAR AS SPORTS IS CONCERNED," 

THE EDITORIAL STATED, "THE MEMBERS OF OUR OLYMPIC TEAM REPRESENT 
THE CHINESE MAINLAND ONLY SO FAR AS THEY ARE FROM MANILAND PRO- 
VINCES RATHER THAN TAIWAN. MOST OF OUR ATHLETES ARE FROM TAIWAN 
AND REPRESENT THE ROC. THIS IS A STATEMENT OF FACT AND NOT OF 
POLITICS." 

3. COMMENT: IT IS LIKELY THAT THE STATEMENTS QUOTED ABOVE ARE 
REFLECTIVE MORE OF THE GLIB STYLE OF CHINA NEWS EDITORIALS 
DESIGNED TO IMPRESS FOREIGNERS WITH THE REASONABLENESS OF ROC 
POSITIONS RATHER THAN OF ANY CHANE IN ROC POLICY ON THIS 
QUESTION. NONETHELESS, SINCE CHINA NEWS EDIORIALS FREQUENTLY 
REFLECT THE THINKING OF SOME ELEMENTS IN THE MINISTRY OF 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THE EDITORIAL MAY SUGGEST THAT AT LEAST SOME IN 
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THAT MINISTRY FAVOR A MORE FLEXIBLE APPROACH TO THE QUESTION OF 
CHINESE REPRESENTATION, AT LEAST IN THE AREA OF SPORTS. AS 
OCCASIONS ARISE, WE WILL SEEK TO ASCERTAIN THE REACTIONS OF THOSE 
IN MOFA TO THIS EDITORIAL. 
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